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Campaign Faceoff 

Campaign frenzy descends on Tyler. 

| Page 6 & 7 ] 


Hit the road 

Get ready for your spring break 
roadtrip with some fun tips. 

Page 8 


Clinton campaign trail makes stop at TJC 


By Cody Lillich 

News Editor 

Over 500 people crowded 
shoulder-to-shoulder in the 
Apache Rooms of the Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center with signs, shirts, and 
buttons all to see Former President 
Bill Clinton. 

Clinton was in Tyler as a part 
of a five-city East Texas tour cam¬ 
paigning for his wife, presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton. 

The diverse crowd lined up 
for hours just to see the former 
president speak and to hear more 
about a candidate on the March 
4th Texas Primary. 

Congressman Henry Cuellar, 
who represents the 28th district of 
Texas, introduced Clinton. 

Clinton spoke about how his 
wife is pledging to help in many 
areas including finding better 
healthcare, help for college stu¬ 


dents, a way to get out of Iraq, and 
help for our veterans. 

“America should work the way 
this campus works,” he said. “We 
are all bound together regardless 
of race, gender, age, income. Were 
all working together.” 

Clinton said he is not against 
any of the other candidates. 

“I am not against anybody... 
I have liked all these candidates 
even those who have dropped out,” 
Clinton said. 

Clinton is not a stranger to 
Tyler and East Texas, referring to 
what he called one of his greatest 
rallies held on the TJC campus 
back in 1992. Now in 2008, Clin¬ 
ton is trying to get more Texas 
voters to show up at the polls for 
the March 4th Primary. 

“Texas and Ohio will deter¬ 
mine .the next president,” Clinton 
said. “This has been an amazing 
election because of the enormous 


turnout for everybody. Texas is 
always unique, and usually it is 
good.” 

Clinton explained the impor¬ 
tance of the unique Texas primary 
system to get voters to not only 
vote in the primaries to elect the 
two-thirds of the delegates up for 
grabs, but to also vote in the cau¬ 
cuses held after the polls close to 
elect the other one-third of del¬ 
egates available. 

“Take advantage of this 
uniquely Texas opportunity and 
the only time in your life you can 
legally vote twice in one election,” 
said Clinton. 

Clinton urged the crowd to 
head to the polls to see solutions 
ift issues that face our country. 

“We’ve got an economic prob¬ 
lem, a health care problem, educa¬ 
tion problem and they all relate to 
a bigger problem, which is your 
country is growing more unequal 


and the American dream is fading 
away,” said Clinton. 

A topic on the minds of many 
in the crowd was the ongoing situ¬ 
ation in Iraq. The former president 
said Hillary believes the nation 
needs to terminate our involve¬ 
ment in the ongoing military con¬ 
flict in Iraq. 

“We’ve got to do it because 
the Iraqis* have got to get their 
act together. If they think we’ll 
stay forever they’ll never make the 
decisions they have to make,” said 
Clinton. “We have to rebuild our 
military... This war has gone on 
longer than World War II.” 

Clinton also fired back on the 
Iraq issue at a comment from a 
member in the crowd. 

“How do we leave without 
making it worse?” asked Clinton. 

“Cut and run!” shouted a man 

— see CLINTON/wge 7 — 
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PRESIDENTIAL SMILE Former President Bill Clinton greets TJC 
students and Tyler community members on the TJC campus on 
Friday, Feb. 15. ■ 



INSPIRING 

SUCCESS 

TJC alum uses coaching career to 
motivate students for college success 

By Kennis Bell 

Opinion Editor 


In a small town in South Texas Coach Aaron Bonds tries to motivate ath¬ 
letes that there is life outside of Agua Duke, Texas. 

Bonds, an athlete himself, graduated from TJC in 1970 and played on the 
1969 Championship Football team. 

“What I try to do is get the kids to understand that even though you might 
have been raised in Agua Dulce doesn’t mean that you have to stay here,” 
said Bonds. 

Bonds was born in Alice, Texas and attended William Adams High School. 

“In Alice, Texas there is 75 percent Hispanic, 10 percent Anglo and 5 per¬ 
cent African-American, Life is very simple here, At the time we didn’t even 
have a black radio station,” said Bonds. 

The daily routine for Bonds back in high school was to get up early, go 
jogging, come back home, eat a hearty breakfast and walk to school. After 


TJC considers non-smoking option 


By Matt Loving 

Staff Writer 

Tyler Junior College smokers 
need not worry about the smoking 
ban recently passed by the City of 
Tyler, students and facility will still 
be allowed to smoke on campus 
- for now. 

“Currently our requirements 
are 50 feet (away from buildings)”, 
said Fred Peters, director of mar¬ 
keting and public information, 
“which is a little more Stringent 
than the new ordinance, which is 
20 feet.” 

Passed by the Tyler City 
Council on Feb.6, the new ordi¬ 
nance focused on businesses like 
restaurants and bars and any public 
place that is an enclosed space, but 
there are exemptions. One specific 
exemption is that of “Facilities and 
property” as worded in the ordi¬ 
nance, “otherwise defined...edu¬ 
cational institution(s).” 

The new requirements will 
not go into effect until June 1. As 
far as TJC is concerned, only small 
changes to the TJC handbook will 
be made. There is also a possibil¬ 


ity of some new signs. While there 
are still decisions by organizations 
such as the Student Senate to be 
made, like having more designated 
smoking areas, students are likely 
to see very few changes on cam 1 
pus. 

Officials said smoking has not 
been much of a problem on cam¬ 
pus thus far in the school’s history. 
“We have not really experienced 
any problems in the past with 
smokers, maybe 1 or 2 a year, but 
students always comply to. objec¬ 
tions,” said Randy Melton direc¬ 
tor of campus safety. While some 
students strongly agree with the 
smoking ban, to a few it is a non¬ 
issue. 

“If there weren’t places I could 
go where I wouldn’t be exposed to 
smoke then, yeah, it would both¬ 
er me, but there are so it doesn’t 
matter,” said sophomore Billi 
Hawkins. 

But sophomore Ashley Run¬ 
nels disagrees. 

“Sometimes I think that gov¬ 
ernment bodies go too far with re¬ 
strictions. I am a non-smoker, but 
I feel as an adult I should have the 


UP IN SMOKE 


Tyler Ordinance 

The new ordinance focused on 
businesses like restaurants and 
bars and any public place that is 
an enclosed space. 

TJC is exempt from the 
new city ordinance. 

Violations 

Violation of the city ordinance 
can result in up to $300 for a 
first offense and up to $500 for 
repeat offenders. 

TJC Policy 

TJC policy states that smokers 
should be at least 50 feet away 
from any building. 


choice to smoke if it is in an appro¬ 
priate place like a restaurant with a 
bar. It is a simple freedom that we 
have had for years,” she said. 

The penalty set by this new 
city ordinance off campus is up 
to S300 for a first offense and up 
to S500 for anybody who has had 
prior offensives. Currently there is 
no set penalty on campus. 



a day of academics and athletic practice, Bonds would set down with his 
sibling and single mother to eat dinner. 

“We would ask how each other’s day went and have general conversation,” 
said Bonds. 

Bonds was recruited to TJC for the 1969 football season. When he came to 
TJC it was a little different. 

“Living in Alice, Texas it was a little different, I used to match my yel¬ 
low socks with my yellow shirts, and in Tyler African-Americans don’t do 
that,” said Bonds. “There was only 
five African-Americans on the time / N 
at that time, three from Beaumont i 0 m- 
and one from Troup.” 

While at TJC. Bonds majored in jMQjs k? « 

Business Administrations and f /J* 

he credits one teacher for dKBm frb. 
being his mother away from 
home. aPwfB 

“Emma Prather pretty much it 

took all the African American J | Jp g , 

student under her arms ^ £ ~ 

and helped us out. She £. . \ Jr / jjf- 

would even take us * 4 

home for dinner,” said 

Bonds graduated from TJC and was re- jEgm ‘ f j 
cruited to play football at the University k J>:v 

of North Texas. While at UNT, Bonds / | |3 t 

did more than studying and football, he JmETj 1 
meet his other half. Rogenia Means, an / 

occupational therapist, met Bonds at ■p’ £ 
a campus party. f£ 

“I didn’t know who he was but he was 

real talkative and real friendly,” said 

Rogenia. \ 


see BONDS on page 6 
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Why do today what you can put off’til tomorrow? 




Polly d’Avignon 

the editor 
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She made her point. 

I began a long and illustrious 
career as a procrastinator in fourth 
grade at St. Mary School in Sher¬ 
man, Texas. As the hastily cray¬ 
oned homeworks in a box under 
my bed would attest, I tended to 
put assignments off to the very last 
minute, often doing homework 
in the car on the way to school. 
Luckily, it was about a 30-minute 
drive from Van Alstyne, but those 
cratered North Texas highways en¬ 
sured my last-minute efforts were 
marked by every bump or pothole 
between the Highway 75 on-ramp 
and Travis Street. 

I don’t recall procrastinating 
in third grade 
or earlier, but 
perhaps we just 
weren’t given 
any significant 
amount of. 
homework those 
years. Perhaps I 
was an industri¬ 
ous student and 
did all my home¬ 
work early. Or 
perhaps I’m just 
getting old. They 
say the memory 
is the second thing to go. I forget 
the first. 

But I digress. Back to fourth 
grade and Mrs. Page’s classroom 
at the far end of the hall. As some 
of my fellow “non-traditional” 
students probably do, I remember 
fourth grade much like I remem¬ 
ber anything from my grade school 
days — in snippets and snapshots, 
silent vignettes or sound bites. 


Fourth grade was the year we 
were first allowed to use pens, those 
horrible erasable kind that neither 
erased completely or stayed on the 
page very well. Either due to dili¬ 
gent work (doubtful) or poor pen¬ 
manship (likely) I had a perma¬ 
nent purply-blue smudge on the 
second knuckle of my right-hand 
pinky thanks to those pens. 

Fourth grade was also the first 
section of Texas history. (Appar¬ 
ently Texas is one of the only states 
that typically teaches two years of 
state history, but really, how much 
history do states like Nebraska 
have?) Texas history with Mrs. 
Page meant building the battle 
scene of the 
Alamo out 

of Legos and 
constructing 
a scrapbook 
of every tidbit 
of Texas trivia 
imaginable on 
multi-colored 
construction 
paper ce¬ 

mented with 
plenty of El¬ 
mer’s glue. 

I couldn’t 
tell you what circumstances trans¬ 
pired to irritate Mrs. Page that day 
— what assignment I’d half-assed 
or turned in incomplete. I was a 
smart kid and usually ended up 
with good grades, which made it 
all the easier for teachers to tell 
when I wasn’t giving 100 per¬ 
cent. Plus, in fourth grade I was 
far more concerned with solving 
whatever Nancy Drew mystery I 


was reading that week than doing 
homework. Whatever it was that 
set Mrs. Page off, she knew just 
how to punish me. 

She gave me one tiny assign¬ 
ment — look up the word “pro¬ 
crastinate” in the dictionary, write 
out the definition and read it to 
the class the next day. 

You’ve probably guessed by 
now that Mrs. Page got a pretty 
good laugh out of her little ex¬ 
periment. Little pig-tailed Polly, 
who hadn’t remembered to write 
down the assignment, was going 
to do it during recess or whatever, 
stood there reaching for the red 
tattered Webster’s under the desk 
and was stopped by an authorita¬ 
tive tsk-tsk-tsk from the front of 
the room. 

It’s a nasty habit, this procras¬ 
tination business. I wish I could 
say I learned my lesson back in 
Mrs. Page’s classroom, but I’m 
afraid all I remember from that 
year was that San Jacinto Day is 
April 21 and the state pie and tree 
are both pecan. 

Through the years, the seem¬ 
ingly harmless act of procrastinat¬ 
ing has probably cost me hundreds 
of hours of sleep (all-nighters for 
projects I knew about weeks in 
advance) and hundreds of dollars 
(late fees or overdraft fees that 
were completely avoidable). I’ve 
missed time with family or friends 


to make deadlines and caused my¬ 
self undue stress over getting work 
done at the last minute. 

It’s really ridiculous when it’s 
spelled out like that. 

I’d love to blame it on forget¬ 
fulness or some philosophical in¬ 
sight into the relativity of time, but 
alas, I have no good explanation. 

Perhaps I’m just a victim of 
Newton’s first law of motion - “An 
object at rest tends to stay at rest.” 
But blaming a late assignment on 
a dead physicist doesn’t usually fly. 

We all do it to some extent. 
That’s why post offices are mobbed 
on April 15 and malls are swarmed 
Christmas eve. 

• Each course drop or payment 
deadline here on campus sees lines 
of students snaking down the halls 
and every semester hundreds of 
students wait in lines for hours for 
late registration when they could 
have registered at home in their 
pajamas if they’d acted early. 

I don’t know if I improved 
any back in fourth grade, if Mrs. 
Page’s clever trick had any effect, 
but it certainly stayed with me. 

I didn’t make a New Year’s 
resolution this year. Most years I 
put it off until sometime in mid- 
March. But in light of this ram¬ 
bling reminiscence, I suppose I 
should make some sort of effort to 
reform my lazy ways... 

...sooner rather than later. 


“Blaming 
a late 

assignment 
on a dead 
physicist 
doesn’t 
usually fly. „ 
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BUT SERIOUSLY... 

[the 5 a.m. ramblings of a sleep-deprived editor] 


As I was wrestling my third Diet Coke of the day from its 
too-small opening in the Potter Hall Coke machine earlier 
this week, I had a thought. The powers-that-be should con¬ 
sider replacing, or at least supplementing, TJC’s army of 20 
ounce bottle Coke machines with 12 ounce can machines. It 
just makes sense, and here’s why: 

HEALTHY LIVING 

I won’t presume to tell people what they should or shouldn’t 
eat or drink, but do we really need that much soda? Person¬ 
ally, most times that I get a bottle of Coke, I really would be 
just as satisfied with a 12 ounce serving. Many schools on 
the elementary through high school level have decided to rid 
their campuses of soda machines entirely as a preventative 
step to fight obesity. I’m not saying get rid of the machines 
altogether (please don’t!), but if we at least had the option 
of a smaller serving of liquid sugar, many of us would be 
happy. 

WE’RE ALL BROKE 

Most of us at least have days, if not weeks, where our fi¬ 
nances are tied up in more important things such as rent 
or toilet paper. So when you’re broke AND thirsty, it’s much 
less painful to throw a couple of coins in the machine than 
to part with a whole dollar. Paying $1 for a 20 ounce bottle 
means we’re paying 5 cents per ounce compared to just over 
4 cents per ounce for a 12 ounce can at 50 cents. And for 
anyone who objects to my earlier comments about serving 
size, consider this - if you still need to slake your thirst after 
the first 12 ounces for which you paid 50 cents, you can dig 
out a couple more quarters and get another, for a total of 24 
ounces of frosty beverage. 

GREEN SODA! 

Step One: Switch to can machines. Step Two: Find student 
organizations that want to make some money and save the 
planet. Step Three: Let those groups maintain recycling bins 
across campus for empty cans, recycle them and let them 
pocket the change! While providing this valuable commu¬ 
nity service, groups could use the money to improve student 
life thus fulfilling two of TJC’s threefold mission simultane¬ 
ously. In Tyler, it’s possible to recycle plastic at the Tyler 
Recycling Collection Center, but they request all bottles to 
be rinsed clean with caps removed. And they don’t pay. 

So in summary: 

Give me my soda! In moderation! And save the planet! 

-pd 

J 


CO-ED DORMS? 

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS? 

The Pow Wow wants to know what you think... about anything! 
E-mail your letters to tjcnews@tjc.edu. 
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calendar] 

February 29 - March 19 I 


15 


March 1 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL play 
Panola College. Tip off for women is at 2 p.m. 
and men play at 4 p.m. 

Stick around for the 

2ND ANNUAL TJC THREE POINT SHOOTING 
CONTEST at half-time. 

BASEBALL plays Mountain View College at 
Mike Carter Field at 11 a.m. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TENNIS play at Central 
Alabama Community College starting at 8 a.m. 

2 

The Music & Art Department presents 

TYLER CHAMBER CHORALE’S “Dido and 
Aenaes” at the First Presbyterian Church 
starting at 4:00 p.m. 

3 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GOLF play in TJC’s 
Tourney at Eagles Bluff in Bullard. 

SYMPHONIC/CONCERT BAND performs in 
the JBT at 7:30 p.m. 

4 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL play 
San Jacinto College North. Women tip off at 
5:30 p.m. and men follow at 7:30 p.m. 


4 

WOMEN’S TENNIS plays Lee College at 
the JoAnn Medlock Murphy Tennis Center 
starting at 6 p.m. 

The Music & Art Department presents a 
JAZZ CONCERT at Caldwell Auditorium 
at 7:30 p.m. 

5 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TENNIS play 
St. Edwards Univ. in Waco starting at 3 p.m. 

Pick up a free copy of the new issue of the 

BELL TOWER ARTS JOURNAL. 

6 

WOMEN’S TENNIS plays at North Central 
Texas College at 3 p.m. 

The TJC Art Club hosts FREE MOVIE and 
Discussion featuring “Tarnation” in Jenkins 
Hall's Art Department Lobby. 

The Music & Art Department presents 

JUDY, FRODE AND FRIENDS at the Marvin 
United Methodist Church starting at 7:00 p.m. 

TJC & UTT Joint WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT 

performs at the Cowan Center at 7:30 p.m. 

FINAL EXAMS start for Spring Mini-Term I and 
regeristration begins for Spring Mini-Term II; 
See advisor for more details. 


BASEBALL plays at Richland College at 2 p.m. 

MEN’S TENNIS plays Southeasten State 
Univeristy at Kaufman HS starting at 2 p.m. 

The Music & Art Department presents a 

STUDENT RECITAL in the JBT 1 p.m. 

8 

BASEBALL plays at Richland College, 11 a.m. 

The Music & Art Department presents Matt 
Davenport’s “ON BROADWAY” at Caldwell 
Auditorium. Time TBA 

10 

SPRING BREAK begins. 


SPRING BREAK ends. 

BASEBALL plays Baton Rouge Community 
College at Mike Carter Field at 3 p.m. 

NEXBANK 2008 WALK will be held at 9 a.m. 

The Music & Art Department presents 

DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS at the Cowan 
Center strating at 7:30 p.m. 

17 

WOMEN’S TENNIS plays Grambling State 
University at 3 p.m at the JMM Tennis Center. 


HAVE AN EVENT? E-mail your calendar items to 
tjcnews@tjc.edu. Submissions will run based on 
space available and timeliness of event. 
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TJC ART CLUB chills out with Dance Dance Revolution 


Students talk about black history 


By Aubrey Scott 

Student Life Editor 

African Exchange Students’ 
Meaning of Black History Month 

Two exchange students from 
Ghana and Ethiopia at Tyler Ju¬ 
nior College are experiencing 
Black History Month in America. 
Although it is celebrated in Africa, 
it is celebrated in a different way. 
However, Black History Month 
means everything to them in every 
possible way. 

“In Africa, we know about 
Black History Month, but it’s 
not celebrated as much as it is in 
America,” said Rainier Amank- 
wah, Tyler Junior College student. 
“However, we do celebrate it a 
similar way in Ghana. The citizens 
have Ghana do have freedom, but 
there’s also slave issues to deal 
with, as well.” 

In Accra, Ghana, where 
Rainier is from, they deal with 
many slave issues, but they are a 
free-speaking country. Their po¬ 


litical system is a democratic sys¬ 
tem, and they do have a president 
to run the country. There’s also a 
special museum of the history of 
slaves in the country, and there’s 
also the Cape Coast Castle. The 
Cape Coast Castle is also known 
as the Castle of Dungeon, because 
that’s where most of the slaves 
are kept, and that’s also an area 
for the trans-Atlantic slave trade. 
Slavery is in issue for the people 
of Ghana, but they do celebrate 
Black History Month in a differ¬ 
ent way. Another foreign exchange 
student who came to TJC is Said 
Tahiro, an exchange student from 
Ethiopia. 

“Black History Month is 
also different in Ethiopia from 
America, but it’s not as siriiilar 
as it in Ghana,” said Said Tahiro, 
exchange student from Ethiopia. 
“Ethiopia deals with more slave 
issues, and we don’t have a presi¬ 
dent to run the country. Therefore, 
Black History Month is not very 
recognizable in our country, but in 


a way, we do know about it.” 

Slavery has been in Ethio¬ 
pia for thousands of years, and is 
still an issue today. Slaves were 
also servants of their families and 
country. In addition, Ethiopia is 
also not a free country, due to hav¬ 
ing no Democratic system and no 
president to run the country. There 
have been many citizens trying to 
run for President, but did not suc¬ 
ceed in doing so. 

Children also served as slaves 
to help out their families. Even 
without a democratic system, they 
are still trying to elect a president. 
Even with slavery still being an is¬ 
sue, they also manage to do slave 
trades with other nations. 

With Rainier and Said at¬ 
tending Tyler Junior College, they 
celebrated Black History Month, 
but they see it in a different way. 
However, they enjoy being here 
and they love it. While they cele¬ 
brate Black History Month, they’ll 
try to see the same political views 
of the month as America sees it. 


RHA gears up for idol contest 


West Campus opens deli 


By Courtney Foster 

Staff Writer 

Walking into the building on 
the north side of Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege West Campus, the aroma of 
food fills the air. 

The deli, which has only been 
open a couple of weeks, is run by 
Valley Food Services. Remona 
Hale is the supervisor over the unit 
and employs tjvo others. She was 
once at the Main Campus with the 

BONDS 

- continued from page 1 

When Rogenia returned to 
her dorm she called a friend at 
UN T to inquire about Bonds’ rep¬ 
utation. He was found to be a very 
quite and studious young man who 
didn’t do a lot of hanging out. 

After graduating from North 
Texas in 1972, Bonds and his wife 
packed up their bags and moved 
to Alexandria, Va., where Bonds 
started his professional career as 
a postal branch manager of the 
Army-Air Force Exchange Servic¬ 
es. Bonds lived in Virginia for two 
years before moving back to Texas 
and working for John Deere Co. in 
Dallas and the Houston Chronicle. 


catering services. 

“We aim to please the cus¬ 
tomers,” Remona said. “Anything 
we don’t have we will be more than 
happy to order it.” 

With the exception of salads, 
most meals are a combo, which 
consists of chips, pickle spear, and a 
drink. The meals range from soups 
and salads to hot dogs and ham¬ 
burgers and even barbecue. Each 
day has a new special. For break¬ 
fast, you can get a danish, a muffin, 


WEST CAMPUS DELI 


o Hours: Monday ■ Friday 
7:30 a.m. • 3:00 p.m. 
o Breakfast: $1.30 • $1.80 
o Lunch: $3.25 - $4.75 
o Drinks: $1.00 

Source: Valley Food Services 


some cereal, or even a croissant. 

Valley, also has the food con¬ 
tract on the Main Campus, and 
serves food in the Rogers Student 
Center and in the Pirtle Technol¬ 
ogy building. 


By Monica Talamage 

Staff Writer 

For the first time at TJC, 
the Residence Hall Association is 
bringing American Idol to you. 

American Idol is hosted by 
three judges, Paula, Randy, and 
Simon. There are 24 contestants 
who compete against each other- 
in song and dance for their shot 
at the title and a major recording 
label contract. At the end of each 
performance, the public has the 
opportunity to vote by sending a 
text to the show of who they want 
to win. At the end of the show, all 
votes are counted and one idol is 
eliminated. 

RHA Idol will be similar to 
American Idol. The RHA officers 


“The money was good but it 
wasn’t what I really wanted to do,” 
said Bonds. 

In 1985, Bonds moved back 
to Alice and coached football, 
baseball, basketball, and track for 
various school districts throughout 
South Texas 

“I believe that every child 
should have a chance in a bright 
future and I want to help to make 
sure that happens,” said Bonds. 

The A and B College Expo¬ 
sure Programs cater to small South 
Texas high school to help student 
athletes find scholarships. 

Bonds named the program af¬ 


ter his two children. Ashlea Bonds 
who attended the University of 
New Haven, Conn, on a volley 
ball scholarship and made Honor¬ 
able Mention All-American her 
senior year. Ashlea graduated with 
a degree in Business Communica¬ 
tion and lives in New York City. 
Brandon Bonds attended Baylor 
University and graduated from 
Abilene Christian University on 
a football scholarship with a de¬ 
gree in Business-Finance. Bran¬ 
don made Honorable Mention 
all Lone Star Conference in 1998 
and Second Team Defensive Back 
in 1999. 
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will judge the contestants based 
upon the audience’s cheers. At the 
beginning of the next show, they 
will announce who has been elim¬ 
inated and the remaining contes¬ 
tants will perform their next song. 
Three to five will be eliminated 
each round. 

Auditions started on Feb. 12, 
and another on Feb. 26. The final 
audition will be on Mar. 4 at 7 p.m, 
in the Residential Life and Hous¬ 
ing office. They are accepting up to 
30 people, and already 7 have au¬ 
ditioned. You must a student living 
on campus to audition. 

“So far, our participants have 
been phenomenal,” said Rosanna 
Garcia, RHA supervisor. “I’m 
looking forward to hearing those 


who want to participate, and I en¬ 
courage all those on campus to be 
apart of it.” 

RHA Idol will have its first 
show on Mar. 25, and will con¬ 
tinue through Apr. 8 and 22. The 
show will be help in the Residen¬ 
tial Life and Housing office. 

“We’re really looking for 
something to bring students in 
and to get involved in RHA,” said 
Angela Nunez, Residential Life 
and Housing Director. “If anyone 
has any ideas or programs they 
would like to see, come to the 
RHA meetings.” 

The winner of RHA Idol will 
receive over $1000, and the first 
ever, RHA Idol title. 


Bonds holds numerous awards 
for his service to the community 
and students. He was awarded the 
Special Recognition Award from 
TJC in 2002. 

“When I came to receive my 
award from TJC, I spoke about 
the three P’s, pride, perseverance 
and the pursuit of happiness,” said 
Bonds. 

Bonds credits God for all his 
success in life. 

“When you put God first, 
arid your family second, you don’t 
have to worry about anything else 
because the rest will fall in order,” 
said Bonds. 


News in Brief 

BURGLARY, 
DISTURBANCE IN 
BATEMAN HALL 

Campus Safety officers responded twice to Bateman 
Hall on February 21. Two students reportedly almost had 
a fight in one of the dorms. Officers said the incident was 
forwarded to Residential Life office and the Vice President 
of Student Affairsl 

A burglary was also reported at the building two hours 
later that day, a laptop and iPod were both stolen from a 
dorm room. 

The investigation in this case is still going. 

TJC FEATURED IN 
NATIONAL HONOR ROLL 

TJC was introduced as a part of the 2007 President’s 
Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll. The 
honor roll features schools who for their contributions back 
to the community. TJC was one of528 colleges and univer¬ 
sities that made the list, and 21 schools in Texas. 

NEW COLLEGE ACADEMIC 
CALENDARS 

The college academic calendars have been revised to 
better accommodate high school students and employees. 
The new calendar will begin in the Summer terms. The ad¬ 
justments have better aligned the college calendar with that 
of surrounding school districts. Summer I will now begin 
on June 9, and Summer II will begin July 14. 

The changes were made after Texas schools went to a 
more universal calendar after a legislative mandate. 

APACHES HONOR 
SHOOTING VICTIMS 

Dozens of students and faculty lined up for a candle¬ 
light vigil in front of Jenkins Hall to honor shooting vic¬ 
tims at Louisiana Technical College and Northern Illinois 
University. 

Five students were killed in the latest shootings at NIU 
and three people were killed in shootings earlier this month 
at Louisiana Technical College. 

The Ramey Bell Tower rang in honor of the victims of 
the shootings. 

Two large banners were signed by the students, faculty, 
and visitors that were sent to the campuses. 
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Students return to classes after fatal Ill. university shooting 


By Josh Noel 

Chicago‘Tribune 

CHICAGO (MCT) - On 
a gray, icy Monday morning, stu¬ 
dents began circulating on the 
Northern Illinois University cam¬ 
pus shortly before 8 a.m. classes 
for the first time since the Feb. 14 
shooting that claimed the lives of 
five students. 

In'a lot of ways they looked 
normal _ headphones in ears, cell 
phones pressed to heads, bags 
slung over shoulders. 

Except for brief glances they 
largely ignored the police tape that 
still encircles Cole Hall, the scene 
of the shooting, and the vast me¬ 
morials of flowers and balloons 
planted in the snow and ice. 

Even as the morning wore on 
and foot traffic increased, students 
described the mood as subdued. 

“But its good to see people 
back here,” said Jeff Brown, 35, a 
senior history major from Sugar 
Grove. “On the surface things may 
eventually ^ look normal, but this 
will stick around for the rest of the 
semester.” 

The reopening of campus 
came after an emotional memo¬ 
rial service Sunday evening that 
honored the victims of the Feb. 14 
carnage. 

The service filled the 10,000- 
seat Convocation Center on cam- 


CONCERT 

- continued from page 5 

complimentary tickets in the first 
4 rows, numerous hotel rooms for 
her entourage and a 12-pack of 
Heineken for her friends, just to 
name a few. Nalley believed the 
rider was unreasonable and was 
concerned that Cole may have 
cancelled the show, leaving the 
TJC students without a spring 
concert. 

After the initial three sur¬ 
veys of TJC students and other 
R&B artists considered, three up- 
and-coming R&B acts have been 
confirmed for the spring 2008 
concert. 

The R&B group set to per¬ 
form as the opening act for the 
spring concert is a new group called 
Black Violin. Black Violin is made 
up of two violinists, Kev Marcus 
and Wil-B from Palm Beach, Fla. 
According to Concert Ideas, Inc., 
the two violinists are a “...classi¬ 
cally trained, three-time Apollo 
winning duo.” The group was 
trained at the Dillard High School 
of Performing Arts in Palm Beach, 
Fla. Black Violin has played with 
popular artists like Linkin Park’s 
lead singer Mike Shinoda, Alicia 
Keys, and P. Diddy according to 
the groups website. More infor¬ 
mation about Black Violin can be 
found at http://www.blackviolin. 
net or http://www.myspace.com/ 
dknex. 

The female group Cherish has 
been confirmed as the second per- 


pus. DeKalb itself shut down, with 
almost every marquee in town car¬ 
rying the regions new, and neces¬ 
sary, mantra: “Forward, Together 
Forward.” 

Inside the arena, dignitaries 
and frat boys, friends and strang¬ 
ers gathered to remember the Val¬ 
entines Day shooting, the 48 shots 
fired, the five students killed and 
the 16 wounded. 

“I have seen your courage, and 
I have seen your strength,” univer¬ 
sity President John G. Peters told 
the audience, as security guards 
walked the aisles handing out tis¬ 
sue. “Your presence wraps us in a 
warm embrace and reminds us we 
are not alone.” 

Hundreds spilled into the 
arena’s lobby and adjacent over¬ 
flow rooms, standing shoulder to 
shoulder to watch the service on 
flat-screen TVs. Thousands more 
saw the ceremony in rooms across 
NIU and at satellite campuses in 
Hoffman Estates, Rockford and 
Naperville. 

The memorial was the cul¬ 
mination of 10 days of grieving, 
which began hours after Steven 
Kazmierczak, a former NIU stu¬ 
dent, opened fire on a crowded 
lecture room. The gunman took 
his own life, leaving few clues to 
his motive. 

But Sunday night was not 
about seeking answers. The dead 


and wounded were honored, and 
the university community was 
challenged to take a stand. 

“Each person touched by this 
trauma will always carry a bit of 
it in their hearts,” said Cherilyn 
Murer, chair of the university’s 
board of trustees. “But we have a 
choice, a choice to succumb or to 
fight back, and I believe we have 
all chosen to fight.” 

Many students seemed re¬ 
lieved to be back, as if the time off 
was almost too much. 

“Campus has been too quiet 
this week, and we all miss one an¬ 
other,” said Whitley Cole, a fresh¬ 
man from Evergreen Park who 
arrived hours early and was first 
in line at the Convocation Cen¬ 
ter. “We thought this is what we 
needed to get closure.” 

Five sprawling bouquets of red 
roses and white lilies sat on tables 
to one side of the stage, one for 
each of the victims, whose names 
were read as the ceremony began. 

Gayle Dubowski. Catalina 
Garcia. Julianna Gehant. Ryanne 
Mace. Dan Parmenter. Their pic¬ 
tures faded in and out on screens. 
Students put hands over their 
mouths, cried. Some buried their 
heads in friends’ shoulders. 

Presidential candidate and 
Illinois Sen. Barack Obama left 
the campaign trail to attend the 
memorial. Dignitaries on stage in¬ 


formance for the spring concert. 
Cherish is an R&B act composed 
of four sisters, Farrah, Neosha, Fe- 
lisha and Fallon King. The group is 
originally from South Carolina. 

“The guys will not want to 
miss this concert. These are the 
prettiest girls,” said Nalley. The 
groups’ webpage is http://www. 
cherishsisters.com or http://www. 
myspace.com/cherishsisters. 

The headlining act for the 
spring concert is Yung Joe. Yung 
Joe .is a popular rap artist from 
Atlanta and already has several 
nominations under his belt. His 
website states, “With two No. 1 
hits to his credit* (‘It’s Goin’Down 
and I Know You See It’), Joe was 
by far the most accomplished new 
hip-hop artist of 2006 - earning 
nominations from the Grammys, 
American Music Awards, BET . 
Awards, and Billboard Awards. 
‘It’s Goin’ Down’ was also the 
#1-selling ring tone in all of the 
Warner Music Group.” Yung Joe’s 
website is http://www.block-ent. 
com/yungjoc/ or www.myspace. 
com/yungjoc. 

“There is a change in the air 
about student life. It’s an exciting 
time. We want to make student 
life appealing. The student services 
fee is coming back five fold and if 
there’s something students want 
to see, let us know, and we will do 
everything we can to make it hap¬ 
pen,” said Vincent V. Nguyen, stu- 
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Photo fay Michael Tercha / Chicago Tribune - MCT Campus 

A RETURN TO NORMAL Students walk past Cole Hall that is still surrounded by police tape as they 
return to classes at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb, Illinois, Monday, Feb. 25. 


eluded Gov. Rod Blagojevich, Sen. 
Dick Durbin and Michael Leavitt, 
secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
who read a statement on behalf of 
President Bush. 

Durbin encouraged students 
to find ways to carry oh the lives 
of the victims. 

“As we move forward togeth¬ 
er, let’s make room in our hearts 
for their dreams,” he said. “In that 


way death will not be the victor, 
and their dreams will live on.” 

At the end of the hourlong 
ceremony, junior Jeff Machaj, 21, of 
Schaumburg held his girlfriend’s 
hand and joined the slow and con¬ 
templative crowd marching past 
the metal detectors brought in for 
the occasion and out the arena’s 
glass door§. 

“I feel a little less confused, 
a little less angry after seeing ev- 


.eryone come together like this,” he 
said. 

Brian Bielawski, 20, a junior 
from Naperville, was one of the 
last to leave. 

“It was a nice capstone,” he 
said of the memorial. 

Then he raced off across cam¬ 
pus, providing a hint that a sense 
of normalcy was at hand. He had 
a seven-page paper due Monday 
and had yet to write a word. 


TRiO helps students in need 


dent activities specialist. 

The concert is scheduled to be 
held Wednesday, March 19, 2008 
in the Wise Auditorium on the 
TJC campus. 

“Wise Auditorium has been 
booked and the tickets are lim¬ 
ited,” Nalley said. 

TJC s Wise Auditorium seats 
750 people and approximately 650 
tickets will be available to TJC stu¬ 
dents attending the spring concert. 
There will be 100 complimentary 
tickets available to the groups’ fan 
clubs or 20 tickets per artist and 
additional tickets available to VIPs 
that are invited. 

Tickets for TJC students will 
be free and can be picked up at the 
information desk in Rogers Stu¬ 
dent Center with a valid student 
ID card. 

“Anyone with a TJC student 
ID will get a free ticket,” said Nal¬ 
ley. 

TJC students will have, first 
priority for the first 650 tickets. 
Any remaining tickets will be 
available to the TJC family includ¬ 
ing: faculty, staff, and administra¬ 
tion for $10 each. 

The concert will begin at 7:30 
pm and each artist that is chosen 
to perform will play 45 to 60 min¬ 
utes. 

“This concert is for TJC stu¬ 
dents. It will be a very intimate 
show because the audience is close 
to the performers,” said Nalley. 


By Derika Maxwell 

Staff Writer 

There is a. program on cam¬ 
pus designed for students who 
may not have the advantages oth¬ 
ers have to help them climb the 
ladder to success. The 'program is 
called TRiO. 

If a student meets one or 
more of the qualifications, TRiO is 
located on the third floor of Rog¬ 
ers Student Center where they can 
apply and get started. 

“We offer additional tutor¬ 
ing, computer labs and study areas 
where you can have tutors, also 
workshops, cultural events and 
campus visit.” said Mrs. Sligh, ca¬ 
reer/transfer advisor for the pro¬ 


TRiO REQUIREMENTS: 


o Enrolled in TJC with academic need 
o Both parents without four-year degree 
o Disability and/or disadvantaged 
o First generation college student 


gram. 

TRiO helps students to move 
on to a four-year institution and 
to pursue higher education with 
workshops offered that are school 
or non-school related to help with 
any area. 

The workshops range from 
topics like transfer information, 
budgeting your money, and even 
scholarships. Their computer lab 
which is also located on the third 


floor of Rogers Student Center al¬ 
lows students to work on anything 
school-related and offers extended 
hours. Tutoring is offered to stu¬ 
dents who are having trouble in a 
class. 

Mrs. Renee Hawldns; Proj¬ 
ect Coordinator said “We are here 
to help students and watch them 
become successful.” “It is all about 
success.” Contact TRiO at 903- 
510-2395. 


NEED MONEY? 
SAVE A LIFE. 

Donating plasma at 
BioLife Plasma Services 
can save a life and 
pay you back. 

. Receive up to $220 per month, 
and for a limited time, bring the 
Bonus Coupon to your first 
donation for an extra $10. 
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SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT 
903.592.1144 

Biolife Plasma Services 

1827 W. Gentry Pkwy, Tyler, TX 
www.biolifeplasma.com 


BONUS COUPON SrsVv 

Bring this coupon with you to your first 
plasma donation and receive an extra 
$10 bonus. 

* Bonus redeemable only upon completion of a 
full donation. Coupon cannot be combined with 


any other offer. 
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It is more of an enjoyment and a 
creative fulfillment than a job.” 

— Dr. Crawford 


By Stephanie Spencer 

A & E editor 


Dr. David Crawford expresses his many the¬ 
atrical talents within the walls of the Tyler 
Junior College Theater program. 

Last year Crawford’s very own play was per¬ 
formed in New York, which is famous for it’s 
classic Broadway plays and musicals. 

“It was called ‘Harvest’ and it ran last spring 
right off of Broadway,” said Crawford. “In a 
brief sense, it was about a man’s decision 
between what he wants to do and what others 
want him to do,’’added Crawford. “[The expe¬ 
rience] was good. We had a good cast and di¬ 
rector and producer. It was all done very well. 
It exceeded my expectations,’’said Crawford. 

When it came to his own plays and involve¬ 
ment in theater, Crawford drew from respect¬ 
ed and renowned artists. 

“I am inspired by Eugene O’Neal, Tennes¬ 
see Williams, Arthur Miller and Horton Foot- 


those are just playwrights,” said Crawford. 
“[I’m also inspired by] true professional New 
York theatre. It’s creative and if you’ve never 
seen it you can’t understand it. That’s why 
I take a class up there every year. I think if 
you teach theater ala professional New 
York theater, you need to know 
what you’re talking about,” said ( 
Crawford. 

Crawford’s passion for the¬ 
ater was not something 
that occurred over night, ^ 

it was some¬ 
thing that has * 


CRAWFORD’S LIFE 
IN THEATRE 


ABOVE: Crawford’s play 
‘Harvest’ was performed in 
New York 

LEFT: Dr. Crawford writes 
his plays while listening to 
music 


CRAWFORD 

page 8 


'David Crawford is one of the nicest men I know. He is a great person 
to work for because he is caring and considerate. He loves three 
things that I know of: his family, teaching students, and writing his 
plays! He excels at all three." 

IVTLiss Hindman-TJC Speech/Theatre Instructor 


arts&entertainment 

Def Poetry comes to TTC By Kamren Thompson 

J %/ Staff Writer ■ 




Poetry Jam Def Poets (from 
left to right) Kompiex, Asia and 
Beny Blaq perform at the Def 
Poetry Jam at TJC Feb. 14. 
(Photos by Kamren Thompson) 


As the room quiets and the lighting dims, spo¬ 
ken word artist Asia steps up to the microphone 
and begins to let the smooth 
flowing words of his 
life sweep across the 
room. Not even the 
sound of silverware 
hitting china can be 
heard despite' the smell 
of the Italian food be¬ 
ing served. Once fin¬ 
ished, he steps back from 
the microphone, and claps 
just once as the room sud¬ 
denly fills with applause. 

“I love traveling, and 
being able to go to different 
schools, but TJC is one of the 
best places,” Asia said. “You 
have a really good vibe for po¬ 
etry. It is one of the few schools I really enjoy coming 
out and performing at.” 

On Feb. 14, TJC held the annual Def Poetry 
Jam in the Apache Rooms. The event was funded by 


poets 


the student life fee and promoted an educational, yet 
entertaining learning experience. 

“I think it’s more of an educational en¬ 
vironment, where they [students] can actually 
learn,“ Student Activities Specialist Vincent 
Nguyen said. “It’s just a different side of what 
education is really all about.” 

It was free to enrolled students at TJC 
as well as open to the general public. The 
event was a result of the requests of TJC 
students. 

Despite the charge of S12 to $15 
per person, the event was free to because 
of the student life fee. Nguyen said 
they do it for free for the stu¬ 
dents, because it is what they 
ask for. 

The show featured 
Beny Blaq, Kompiex 
and Asia, who have appeared on the 
“Russell Simmons Presents Def Po¬ 
etry Jam” on HBO. 

“These are high caliber poets, entertain¬ 
ers and spoken word artists,” Nguyen said. “Not 


Cherish, Yung Joe, BlackViolin 
slated for TJC Spring Concert 


only do these slam poets talk about haiku and how 
they rhyme, but they also talk about their lives and the 
• turmoil they have struggled with to become a success¬ 
ful person, not only as a person, but as an ’entertainer 
and a performer.” 

Asia, who battled cancer, told stories of his past 
experiences and how they effected his life, describ¬ 
ing his writing as his “own version of truth.” The only 
advice he offered to students was 
to follow whatever it is that they 
desire in life. 

“I think we all have 


a calling, and its sad 


don’t follow it when they should,” Asia said. “I try to 
always stay true to who I am, and I try not to write 
anything I don’t know about.” 

Word spread quickly across campus about the 
Jam, and many students attended after hearing about 
it from a fellow classmate. 

“We heard about the event from a friend at 
TJC,” sophomore Jenna Branch said. “We had never 
been to a poetry reading before, and we were really 
excited about it.” 

The event was not an open mic event, but if stu¬ 
dents are interested in reading their own pieces in the 
future, they can contact Nguyen for more information 
at 903-510-2259 or vngu@tjc.edu. 

“If anyone is interested in read¬ 
ing or being apart of slam poetry, we 
would like for the students, up to 
maybe three, to read their own po¬ 
etry as an opening act,” Nguyen 
said. 


By Jack Colvin 

Staff Writer 

In December 2007 the TJC 
Student Senate began gearing up 
for a spring concert set to take 
place on the TJC campus. But, it 
hasn’t all been smooth sailing. 

“We’ve been working on the 
concert since before the holidays in 
December. We went and surveyed 
the* students to look at what R&B 
artist students would like to see,” 
said Scott Nalley, director, student 
activities and sponsor of the Tyler 
Junior College student senate. 

The first artist students want¬ 
ed to see was Chris Brown. 


“Chris Brown wanted 
$125,000 to come to TJC. We 
have $70,000 to spend. We have 
to pay everything: rider fee, hos¬ 
pitality, artist fee, and sound and 
lights,” Nalley said. 

After realizing that Chris 
Brown would be over budget for 
TJC, another survey was sent to 
see what other artists the students 
would like to have on campus. 

“Ne-Yo was the second person 
we tried. Ne-Yo would not return 
our phone calls,” said Nalley. 

The third artist attempted was 
R&JB artist, Keyshia Cole. 

“Keyshia Cole’s rider is $25, 
000,” said Nalley. Although Cole 


may have been within the TJC 
budget, there were concerns about 
her rider requests, her dependabil¬ 
ity and the costs for bringing her 
to the TJC campus. 

“She had cancelled other con¬ 
cert dates and we were concerned 
about not enough money or Cole 
cancelling,” said Nalley. 

A rider fee is an artist’s re¬ 
quest to have certain items pro¬ 
vided for them when they arrive 
at the venue they are scheduled 
to play. Among some of . Cole’s 
requests were: toothbrush and 
toothpaste, 4 brand new towels, 30 

— see CONCERT page 4 — 
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...Coming Soon 

Semi-Pro (Will Farrell) (R) 
Penelope (Christina Ricci) (PG) 
The Other Boleyn Girl (Scarlet Johansson/ Natalie Portman) (PG-13) 
10,000 B.C. (Steven Strait/Camilla Belle) (PG-13) 

...In Theaters Now 
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TMA exhibits America 


By Sarah Goulden 

Staff Writer 

A painting depicting only blue shoes resting on a 
pillow is pretty self-explanatory. However, a trip to the 
Tyler Museum of Art will prove that average looking 
blue shoes are only part of a bigger picture. 

One of the pieces featured in Graham Williford’s 
America under the thematic section Expressions of 
American Identity is from an artist named William 
Merritt Chase and is titled “Portrait of Harriet 

Hubbard Ayer” or “The Blue Shoes.” The paint¬ 
ing leaves much to the imagination — it is simply the 
legs of a woman wearing blue shoes, her feet propped 
upon a pillow. A painting that is easily overlooked at 
first glance, it is only one piece of a very large puzzle. 
The painting on display is but a section of a full por¬ 
trait. At some point in time, the painting was cut into 
three sections. Williford owned the bottom section, 
featuring the blue shoes, and the top section is on dis¬ 
play in another museum.The middle section, however, 
is what John Perry, pr/marketing coordinator for the 
museum said “is like the ‘holy grail’ for art collectors” 
meaning it is has been sought, but never found. 

A number of the other paintings featured in 
Williford’s America offer hidden stories or interesting 
anecdotes just waiting to be told, but preferably seen. 

The Tyler Museum of Art currently features an 
exhibition on loan from the Graham Williford foun¬ 
dation for American Art entitled “America.” 

The exhibit is comprised of 57 paintings collect¬ 
ed over the years by the late Williford. The paintings 
have been divided into six thematic categories such as 
America the Beautiful, The Lure of Foreign Places, 
Art for Art’s Sake, Presence of the Past, Expressions 
of American Identity, and Still Life. 

Williford had a love for the 19th century Ameri¬ 


can artists because it was an era that was familiar to 
him. John Williford, the cousin of 

Graham Williford, made the analogy that the 
19th century was to Graham Williford what the 50s 
or 60s are to Generation Y. When Williford began 
collecting art in the late 1950s, American artists of the 
19 th century were not as well known as they are today. 
In fact, John Williford said, “Within the last 20 years 
there has been a revival of the appreciation for 19th 
century artists.” John Williford further said, “ At the 
time when Graham started collecting art, Western 

European art dominated the market and the 
modernist period was in full swing...19th century art 
was ‘overlooked.”’ Williford took this as his chance to 
begin collecting the 19th century art that was readily 
available and also some pieces that were hard to find. 
Chris Stewart, art department chair at Tyler Junior 
College, has seen the “America” exhibit a couple of 
times since it has been at the Tyler Museum of Art. 

Stewart said, “It is a good example of the art¬ 
ists of the time, and art that would stand the test of 
time.” 

Williford, an East Texas native, died in 2006, but 
the art he collected has been preserved by the Gra¬ 
ham Williford Foundation for American Art, and 
contains roughly 1,000 pieces of art and sculpture. 
Stewart said, “ It is a perfect example of a collector 
and his love for art” and also said it was “good judg¬ 
ment and decisions by the collector...he had a good 
eye.” Trustee for the foundation, John Williford said 
it is important to see the America exhibit because, “ It 
is an experience where one can step back into the past 
and see America as it was in the 19th century through 
the artists’ eyes.” 

Graham Williford’s America will be exhibited 
through May 11,2008. For more information regard¬ 
ing the exhibit, please visit www.tylermuseum.org. 
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By Faith Harper 

Managing Editor 


Texas has one of the lowest voter turnout rates in the country, and in general, primary 
elections are less participated in than regular presidential or state office elections. 

With the primary election day coming up on March 4, there may be some confusion as to 
how the primary system works and how it is set up. 

"Primaries originated in 1890's as a means of allowing individuals to participate in the 
nominating process for public office. The original primaries were for state and local of¬ 
fice. Presidential primaries did not come about until much more recent times. [They 
came] from the thought that the convention system gave too much power to the party 
bosses, and that these decisions were made without public input," said David Ligon, 
history instructor. 

There are two methods of electing a candidate for the national convention. The first is 
the caucus. This is where each party decides on a day to meet and discuss whom they 
wish to nominate. A date and time is decided, and the people get into small groups 
and debate. 

"[The public has] to be [present at a certain] time period to be a part of the caucus. 
The caucus does not indicate as truly what the general public is thinking... caucus are 
even less participated in than primaries are,"said Ligon. 

The second method of electing a candidate to the national convention is the prima- 


Primaries differ from state to state. There are three basic types of primaries: closed, 
open, and blanket. In a closed primary, a voter must be registered to that party to 
vote in their election. In an open primary, a voter doesn't have to be registered to a 
certain party, but they can only vote in one; Democrat or Republican. In a blanket 
primary, there is only one ballot, and the voter gets to choose whom to vote for on 
the ballot. 

Primaries are typically more participated in by the public because they allow for an 
early voting time period in addition to the general election day. The ballot is secret, 
which also encourages voter turnout. 

"State law says we have a closed primary. The definition of a closed primary is that 
you have [to have] a designated party identification [to be able to vote in the pri¬ 
mary], however; in Texas, we do not designate our party identification until the 
day we vote in a primary. We function as an open primary system, and that allows 
voters of any party persuasion on the day of the primary election to decide which 
party they want to participate with. It is kind of misleading in its description," said 
Ligon. 

Primaries conducted by the political parties underneath guidelines set by the 
state. 

"Small parties like the Independent, Libertarian, Green parties and some oth¬ 
ers don't have enough voters to qualify to have a primary of their own. Those 
candidates will file independently with the state to be placed on the general 
election ballot, held in November. In Texas, only the Republican and Democratic 
parties have sufficient numbers," said Karen Wilkerson, executive secretary for 
the Democratic Party of Smith County. 

The Republican and Democrat primaries are held on the same day, March 4. The 
voting process is very similar to that of a presidential election. Voters must vote 
at their designated precinct location. This precinct number is located on voter 
registration cards. For more information on the voting process, and how to find 
your voting location visit the county elections website at http://www.smith- 
county.com/Election/ElectionHome.htm. 


[See below for stats about Texas voting trends. 


2004 Presidential Election 
Registered voters 
Voting Age population (VAP) 

Percentage of VAP Regstered 
Turnout 

Percentage of turnout to registered voters 
Percent of turnout to VAP 


MARCH 2004 REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 
1 Registered voters 
' Voting Age population (VAP) 

Percentage of VAP Regstered 
Turnout 

Percentage of turnout to registered voters 
Percent of turnout to VAP 


ed voters 


IOW TYLER VOTERS 


Republican Presidential Candidate John McCain drummed up support from his campaign 
Wednesday in Tyler. 

Over 1,200 people filled the Rose Garden Center for the town hall format rally. Attendees were 
able to ask McCain on how he hopes to change a number of issues from healthcare, Iraq to im¬ 
migration. 

McCain hopes to gain nominee status by winning Texas' 137 delegates in the March 4 primary. 


STAR POWER IN EAST TEXAS FOR OBAMA 


One Hollywood star traded the Oscar's red carpet to campaign presidential candidate Barack Obama. 
Samuel L. Jackson turned down an Oscar appearance to rally in front of over 500 supporters in Tyler. 

TJC students also showed up to the event to learn more about the upcoming election. 

"I don't know too much right now [about the election]," said radiology major, Ayana Hill. "I've 
seen [Obama] on Oprah and seen he's a family person." 

On the campaign stop, Samuel L. Jackson described Obama as a candidate like his family 
growing up. Jackson said this election is very important to improve the America both at 
home and overseas. 

"We are all on an united front," said Jackson. "We're all in this together. We're in this 
for change. And that change is Barack Obama." 


TJC STUDENT GROUP SUPPORTS RON PAUL 


Students for Ron Paul (SFRP) at TJC aims at educating people about their favored candidate, 
and getting them involved in the political process. 

"We run into a lot of apathy. Every once in a while we will get people who are open-minded 
and genuinely interested. We are here to talk to anyone who is willing to hear the message. I 
think it's a really good [message],'' said Joseph Yazdanpanahi, president of the students for Ron 


"It's the lowest level of grassroots politics... There are a lot of Ron Paul supporters trying to 
do this," said Yazdanpanahi. 

The SFRP encourages students to get involved and debate political points, as long as everyone 
remains respectful of differences in opinion. 

"We are not afraid to debate anyone who on their views... We don't get angry if someone 
disagrees. It's really fun. 

The SFRP meets every Friday in Jenkins room 217 at 2 p.m. They also have a Facebook account. 
To find them on Facebook, search for "TJC Students for Ron Paul" 

'If you're bored or want a place to hang out that's a lot of fun, get involved in politics, and 
grassroots, this is the place. We are the only [recognized] political group on campus," said 
Yazdanpanahi. , / , _ 
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CLINTON 

continued from page 1 

from the crowd. 

“Oh no it doesn't!” Clinton 
quickly replied. 

Former President Clinton 
said his wife believes the troops 
need to be put back into Afghani¬ 
stan to battle the war on terror and 
not in Iraq. 

Clinton also said his wife 
wants to restore Americas stand¬ 
ing with other countries in the 
world. 

“If you elect Hillary president 
she would restore standing further 
by sending different message to 
the world. Here it is, America is 
back,'” said Clinton. “There is no 
problem we can solve alone. From 
now on we need to cooperate [with 
other countries] and act alone only 
when we have to.” 

Clinton also addressed the is¬ 
sue of helping our veterans when 
they return home from serving our 
country. 

“There are thousands of your 
fellow Americans who have been 
wounded in [the Iraq] war or in 
Afghanistan,” said Clinton. “[Hill¬ 
ary] wanted me to say to you we 
must not treat these people in the 
disgraceful manner in which our 


country treated veterans in the 
Vietnam War.” 

Clinton said his wife would 
also focus on the economy and en¬ 
ergy issues. 

“I am glad congress passed 
this stimulus legislation, but most 
Americans feel like they’ve been 
in a recession for quite some time,” 
he said. 

The Clinton campaign is also 
focusing on the issue of different 
energy sources including the use of 
more hybrid vehicles. The former 
president said Hillary will make 
sure production is increased on 
hybrid vehicles and they are made 
more affordable for Americans. 

“You won’t care about whether 
oil is SI00 a barrel, $200 a barrel, 
or $300 a barrel,” said Clinton. 

Coming off an endorsement 
from the American Nurses As¬ 
sociation, Clinton said his wife is 
also looking for a healthcare sys¬ 
tem for all Americans. 

The former president polled 
the crowd for those who knew a 
person without insurance; almost 
everyone in the room raised their 
hand. 

“If you like the health care 


you’ve got, keep it,” said Clinton 
describing the health care plan. 
“If you don’t like it or don’t have 
it, you can buy into the plan that 
insures members of congress and 
federal employees. You can choose 
the coverage for only what you 
need.” 

Clinton also spoke on a key 
point that his wife has been fight¬ 
ing in Washington, making col¬ 
lege affordable for everyone. Clin¬ 
ton said his wife’s solution to the 
problem: Raise family tax credit 
for tuition from $1,650 to $3,000. 
Also, Clinton would like to track 
down the abuses of those student 
loan companies. 

Clinton concluded the rally 
in a way many of the other candi¬ 
dates are using this election season, 
by referencing change. 

“If you’re looking for a change 
agent who proves she can’t be tak¬ 
en down by any of these attacks. 
Someone who has always made 
lives better and won’t forget about 
you when this election is over. 
She’s your candidate.” 

Students and faculty who at¬ 
tended the rally said the most im¬ 
portant issues they were looking 


for, Clinton addressed. 

“Everything I wanted to hear 
he said pretty well. He you know 
made a good example of what 
needed to be expected if Hillary 
voted,” said nursing major Denise 
Watson. “The point that stood out 
was the loans for students. Some 
of us are struggling and they’re not 
really giving us a chance.” 


Faculty .Senate President 
Shelley Kersh was able to shake 
Former President Clinton’s hand 
after the rally and said she paid 
special attention to the healthcare 
issues. f 

“The healthcare is near and 
dear to everybody. I have grown 
children who do not have health¬ 
care. The healthcare issue touches 


all our families one way or another. 
It’s the massive numbers that will 
help us be covered at a lower rate,” 
said Kersh. 

Kersh was undecided before 
the rally and said Clinton made 
the speech very convincing and 
helped her make a better decision. 

“If I were going to vote today, 
I would vote Hillary,” said Kersh. 



Photo: Tom Pennington / Fort Worth Star-Telegram / MCT Campus 


PRESIDENTIAL VISIT Former President Bill Clinton greets supporters at a campaign stop for his 
wife Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Hillary Clinton at Tyler Junior College on Friday, Feb. 15. 


THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 


Their work, their wishes, their words 

From the debates to the TV ads, information about this year’s presidential candidates is coming from all sides. 

Wading through it all can be overwhelming. 

Here we give you a quick snapshot of the candidates — Democrat and Republican — and what they’re about. 


COMPILED BY SCOTT CANON | THE KANSAS CITY STAR 


IMMIGRATION 


CLIMATE 


LIKES TO SAY. 


...BUT ON 
CLOSER 
EXAMINATION 


ENDORSEMENTS 

INCLUDE 



Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton 

New York 


Sen. Barack Obama 

Illinois 


Yale-educated lawyer, advised Children's j Lawyer, community organizer, former 
Defense Fund, former first lady, U.S. j Illinois state senator, keynote speaker 


BOOKS THEY'VE 
WRITTEN 


IRAQ WAR 


HEALTHCARE 


senator from New York. 


Living History 
it Takes A Village 
Dear Socks, Dear Buddy 


Phased withdrawal within 60 days of 
inauguration, aiming to remove most 
U.S. troops by 2014. Would leave small 
force to support Iraqi government, deter 
aggression from neighbors and protect 
Kurds. 


Require all to get health 
insurance. Demand that large employers 
provide coverage or contribute to the 
cost. Offer tax credit to small firms and 
subsidies for low-income people. 


Supports path to legalization that 
includes learning English and paying 
fines. Increased penalties for employers 
of illegal immigrants. Opposes guest 
worker programs. 


Allow Bush tax cuts to expire for those 
earning $250,000 or more, use revenues 
to pay for health care. Reform Alternative 
Minimum Tax, freeze estate 
tax at 2009 levels to pay for 
universal 401 (k) plan. 

Cap-and-trade program for carbon 
emissions. Reduce 

electricity use 20 percent from projected 
levels by 2020. Increase auto mileage 
standards to 55 mpg by 2030. 

'The energy bill that passed in 2005 was 
larded with all kinds of special interest 
breaks ...I knew that it was going to be an 
absolute nightmare." 


The $2.6 billion in tax breaks for oil 
companies was offset by $2.9 billion in 
tax increases. The net was a $300 million 
tax increase over 11 years. 


New York Times, Jack Nicholson, Pa. 
Gov. Ed Rendell, former Rep. Richard 
Gephardt, Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland 


2004 Democratic National Convention, 
U.S. senator from Illinois. 


The Audacity of Hope 
Dreams From My Father 


Pull out one to two brigades per month 
in 16 months, leaving forces to protect 
U.S. Embassy, redeploy some troops to 
Afghanistan, aid Iraqi troops only after 
internal reconciliation. 


Require that ail children have health 
insurance and that employers offer 
coverage or 

contribute to the cost. Exempt small 
businesses. Create 

purchasing pool with choice of competing 
private plans. Expand Medicaid eligibility. 

Supports path to legalization that 
includes learning English and paying 
fines. Increased penalties for employers of 
illegal immigrants. Would create system 
to verify worker eligibility. Supports guest 
worker programs. Voted for Mexican, 
border fence. 


Replace Bush tax cuts with new breaks 
worth $500 to $1,500 yearly for people 
making less than $50,000. Create $4,000 
annual college tuition tax credit. Raise 
taxes on dividends and capital gains. 


Cap-and-trade program to reduce carbon 
emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels 
by 2050. Make energy companies pay for 
emissions. 


"I do provide universal health care.... 
(W)e've put forward a plan that makes 
sure that it is affordable to get health 
care that is as good as the health care 
i that I have as a member of Congress." 

| His proposals only require that children 
I have coverage and be covered under their 
| parents' insurance up to age 25. Of about 
46.5 million uninsured, most are adults. 
Details of his plan are not specific enough 
to tell how many might be left uninsured. 

Baltimore Sun, Oprah Winfrey, Sen. 
Edward Kennedy (Mass.), Sen. Patrick 
Leahy (Vt.), Wis. Gov. Jim Doyle 





Mike Huckabee 

Former Ark. governor 

Baptist pastor, president of Arkansas 
Baptist Convention, 

10 years as Arkansas governor. 


• Character Is the Issue 

• Kids Who Kill 

• Living Beyond Your Lifetime 

• Quit Digging Your Grave With a Knife and 
Fork 

Opposes timetable for 

pull-out or withdrawing 

without endorsement of top U.S. military 

command. Says he is "focused on 

winning." 


Looks to states as laboratories for 
solutions, opposing mandated coverage 
for all. Invest in prevention to cut costs 
and rely on free-market, consumer-based 
incentives. 


Give illegal immigrants 120 days to 
register and leave before applying to 
return. Increase skilled worker visas. 
Tougher penalties for employers of illegal 
immigrants. As governor, supported 
in-state tuition for children of illegal 
immigrants. 


End all federal income and payroll taxes, 
to be replaced by "fair tax" — national 
sales tax. 


Cites spiritual obligation as steward of the 
Earth. Supports some environmental 
cap-and-trade policies. 


"I did something that had not been done 
in my state in 160 years. I cut taxes, with 
the legislature working with me, and we 
continued to do that 94 times." 


Actually, Bill Clinton also 
cut Arkansas taxes, just not as broadly as 
Huckabee. Still, although Huckabee cut 
taxes 94 times as governor, his term 
finished with a $500 million net increase 
in taxes. 


Dallas Morning News, Jerry Falwell Jr., 
Chuck Norris, U.S. Rep. John Linder (Ga.), 
S.D. Gov. Mike Rounds 


Sen. John McCain 

Arizona 


Rep. Ron Paul 

Texas 


Former Navy pilot and j Obstetrician-gynecologist, longtime U.S. 

Vietnam-era prisoner of war, U.S. senator j representative from Texas, one-time 
from Arizona. Libertarian Party presidential nominee. 


* Character Is Destiny 

* Faith of My Fathers 

■ Why Courage Matters 


Was early advocate of the war and of 
the 2006 of troop surge, although often 
criticized administration's handling of 
the war. Wants troops to stay until Iraq is 
stable, secure. 


Suggests $2,500-$5,000 tax credit to 
make health insurance affordable. 
Opposes mandated insurance. Would 
expand health savings accounts. 


Supports path to legalization that 
includes learning English and paying 
fines. Co-sponsored 2006 bill calling for 
guest-worker program and setting up 
path to citizenship for illegal immigrants. 
Supports Mexican border fence. 


Extend Bush tax cuts. Simplify tax code. 
Reform Alternative Minimum Tax. 


The Case for Gold: A Minority Report of 
the U.S. Gold Commission 


Opposed invasion. Would immediately 
withdraw all troops from Iraq. 


Supports cap-and-trade policy for carbon 
emissions. 


'The fact is the tax cuts have dramatically 
increased revenues." 


The Congressional Budget Office, Treasury 
and White House's Council of Economic 
Advisers agree that the tax cuts lead 
to revenues that are lower than they 
otherwise would have been — even if 
they spurred some economic growth. 

The Kansas City Star, former Sen. Phil 
Gramm (Texas), Steve Forbes, Sen. 

Sam Brownback (Kan.), Utah Gov. John 
Huntsman 


Opposes mandated coverage. Would 
make all medical 

expenses deductible and create $500-per- 
childtax credit for 

prescription drugs and costs not covered 
by insurance. 


No path to legalization. Supports Mexican 
border fence. Opposes government 
services, including hospitals and schools, 
for illegal immigrants. End birthright 
citizenship. 


Eliminate income taxes 
and all taxes not "expressly authorized by 
the Constitution," including payroll and 
estate taxes. 


Enforce private property 

rights to prohibit anyone from polluting. 


"Both the WTO and CAFTA could force 
Americans to get a doctor's prescription 
to take herbs and vitamins. Alternative 
treatments could be banned." 


| Few legal scholars agree that the World 
| Trade Organization or the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement would 
give international groups any power to 
| impose such restrictions on Americans. 


American Conservative Magazine, Arlo 
Guthrie, investment advisor/financial 
commentator Don Luskin, former N.M. 
Gov. Gary Johnson 




SOURCES: NEW YORK TIMES, MCCLATCMYTRI8UNE, FACTCHECK.ORG, CAMPAIGN WEB SITES 
. ® 2008 MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE INFORMATION SERVICES NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR RETRANSMISSION WITHOUT PERMISSION OF MCT 
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CRAWFORD 

- continued from page 5 

grown within him from his youth. 

“I started [liking theater] in 
high school,” said Crawford, “I 
found out that I could major in 
it, had fun, kept going and never 
stopped. I liked it more than any¬ 
thing. I mean...gee whiz,” said 
Crawford. 

With an Associate of Arts 
from TJC, a Bachelor of Science 


from UNT, a Master of Arts from 
SFA and 32 years at TJC under his 
belt, Crawford more than qualified 
for the position of Department 
Chair, 

“I normally teach Theater 
Appreciation, which is just the ap¬ 
preciation of theater,” said Craw¬ 
ford. “I also teach History, Stage 
Make-up and Voice and Diction,” 


said Crawford. 

“Why do you do it....what 
compels me to playwright,” Craw¬ 
ford asked himself. “It is more of 
an enjoyment and a creative fulfill¬ 
ment than a job. Its an outlet of my 
creative urge. It s a hobby but for 
money.... no.” 


. 




variety 


MOfNM Uf HMQWM MCf IK Ml#MMMT***. 


1 

2 

3 

n 

14 




17 



.... 

20 




23 




■ 30 

33 

34 

35\ 


38 



42 



4 3 

46 




49 






Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Rogues 
5 Jack or ace 
9 Bindlestiff 

14 Shelter a 
fugitive, e.g. 

15 Toward shelter 

16 Fisherman’s boot 

17 Accomplished 

18 Boys of the 
house 

19 Strong adhesive 

20 McClurg or 
Adams 

21 Medium-sized 
sofa 

23 Places of 
worship 
25 Porters 

30 Consume 

31 D.C. old-timer 

32 Yemeni port 

33 Alaska, once 

37 Author Loos 

38 _du Diable 

39 Critical reports 

41 Mouse-spotter’s 
cry 

42 Country 
bumpkins 

44 Thrill 

46 Idyllic place 

47 Part of a TV 

48 Classic car 

49 Takes out text 
51 Got a one-base 

hit 

55 Spoiled 

57 A) or Tipper 

58 Marsh plant 

62 Right-hand man 

63 Emulate a couch 
potato 

64 Once more 

65 PGA props 

66 Latin being 

67 Wanderer 

68 Makes a mistake 

69 Fortuneteller 

DOWN 

1 Youngest son 

2 Residence 

3 Jeans material 

4 More inclined? 

5 Tape 

6 Medicinal plants 

7 Tenant’s 
expense 


118 


r 

10 

11 

12 

13 

r.. 
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58 


► 

61 


62 

64 





65 

67 





68 
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8 Member of a 
fleet 

9 Winter wool 

10 Talkative tunes 

11 Bother 

12 Tex-_ . 

13 Snoop 

22 Snakelike fish 
24 Dens 

26 Is able to 

27 Farewell 

28 One robbed to 
pay Paul 

29 Serpent 

31 Write letter by 
letter 

33 Worn down 

34 Give the slip to 

35 Insurgent 

36 Exaggerate 

37 Colorado ski 
resort 

40 Caution 
43 Organic 

compound: suff. 
45 Some switches 
47 Corporate big 
wig 


Solutions 
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50 Prevailing 
tendency 

51 Passover feast 

52 Slack 

53 Obliterate 
completely 

54 Yield 


56 Cake layer 

58 _Antonio, 

TX 

59 Psyche 
subdivision 

60 Lake maker 

61 Actress Scala 




i 








Have fun without emptying your bank account or leaving the state. 




By Polly d’Avignon 
Editor in Chief 


ng Break 




AT THE * 

PUMP 

How much will 
you spend on 
gas to reach your 
destination? 


Austin: 

Dallas: 

Fort Worth: 

Galveston: 

Houston: 

San Antonio: 
South Padre: 


$64 

$30 

$38 

$73 

$58 

$90 

$162 


PLAY BALL 


Each of these Texas sports teams has at 
least one home game during TJC’s spring 
break with reasonable single-game or 
group ticket prices. 


BASEBALL 

Texas Rangers $6 

Houston Astros $7 

BASKETBALL 

San Antonio Spurs ~$20 
(resale site average) 

Dallas Mavericks $14.75 

(family night special, min 4) 

Houston Rockets $10 


HOCKEY 

Dallas Stars $15 

Houston Aeros $12 

(minor league) 

SOCCER 

Houston Dynamo $16 
(group rate) 

Don’t forget to check the 
calendar for TJC games. 


, Check out these sites for ticket deals; 

www.stubhub.comwww.ticketmaster.com 


SxSW 

Austin, Texas 


Based on round trip @ 
20 MPG & $2.99/gal. 


Every year, the self-proclaimed “Live Music Capital 
of the World,” hosts South by Southwest (SXSW), 
a massive trio of conventions and festivals for the 
music, film and interactive industries. While many 
spring beakers are heading to the coast or beer line, 
Austin will be gearing up for the film portion of SXSW 
which runs March 7 through 15. 

“Day and night the SXSW Film Festival screens about 
150 - 200 of the best independent films produced 
during the previous year as well as works from 
established directors who have inspired the latest 
generation of filmmakers,” says the SXSW website. 
“Aspiring novices and seasoned professionals alike 
can immerse themselves in film and the business of 
film by registering for SXSW." 

Though full registration, even with a student discount, 
carries a steep price tag of $300, the pass admits film 
fanatics to a week of non-stop movie screenings and 
access to panels, workshops and mentor sessions 
for aspiring filmmakers, trade show admission, even 
a goodie bag. If you’re eager to break into “the biz” 
and can attend all nine days of the event, $33 per 
day should be money well spent. 


WEIRD & WACKY 

Texans love to brag about being the biggest and best. Well 
we definitely claim the greatest number and variety of weird 
and wacky tourist traps. Grab your friends, hop in the car and 
customize your road trip with your favorite flavor of weird. The 
best thing about these sights? Most are free! 

DEEP IN THE ART OF TEXAS: A myriad of installation art 
pieces litter the Lone-Star State, ranging from Houston’s Beer 
Can House to the giant pair of legs in an Amarillo cow pasture 
(in apparent homage to Percy Bysshe Shelley’s “Ozymandius”). 
Check out www.roadsideamerica.com for scores of sights to 
appeal to your inner artist. 

ILLEGAL ALIENS: Long before Stephenville video phone 
images blurred their way onto CNN, Texans were certain their 
great state was an out-of-this-world vacation destination. West 
Texas boasts the Marfa Lights, supposed evidence of regular 
alien visitation. As far back as 1897, citizens of Aurora showed 
some Texan hospitality to an mtergallactic visitor, going as 
far as to bury the hapless pilot in their own cemetary. Read 
more about Aurora at gorvtexas.com/aurora.htm. Or if you’re 
interested in more human paranormal occurences, check out 
www.lonestarspirits.org for listings of haunted sites and ghost 
tours in the Great State. 

WORLD TOUR: You may already know that Texas has its own 
Paris, Italy, Rome and Moscow, but did you know you can also 
visit some of the world’s landmarks in person without waiting 
in line for a passport? Thousands of terra cotta soldiers 
stand guard at Forbidden Gardens in Katy at the replica of 
Chinese Emperor Qin’s tomb. In Hunt you can see replicas 
of the monoliths of Stonehenge and mysterious heads from 
Easter Island. And don’t forget to visit the Eiffel Tower in, you 
guessed it, Paris, Texas. Go to www.texastwisted.com to plan 
your trip and save your money for a real world tour. 


STUCK IN TYLER? 

STEP BACK IN TIME: The Four Winds Renaissance Faire continues 
March 1 through April 20 on Hwy 110S just south of Tyler. 

ROCK OUT: Homer Hiccolm And The Rocketboys play Van ISD 
auditorium w/ LuvBeat & Hey Hollywood at 8:00 p.m. 
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The Apache Baseball Story 


By Shanita Brown 

Sports Co-Editor 

Tyler Junior College baseball players have not received scholarships 
to play baseball since the 2002 baseball season, but that has not stopped 
them from becoming successful over the years. 

Head Coach Jon Groth has led the Apache baseball team since he 
started in 1993 receiving 7 All-Americans, 10 Academic All-Americian, 
2 Conference MVPs, 48 All-Conference, 18 Academic All-Conference, 
with 24 former Apaches in Professional Baseball, and recently marking 
his 400th win. 

“We gave away scholarships for ten years since I started coaching in 
1993 and all throughout the 2002 season,” said Groth. 

Baseball is the only sport at TJC that does not give scholarships 
away to the players. 

“There are three divisions, division 1 gives full scholarships, division 
2 is a partial scholarship that takes care of tuition, fees and books, and 
division 3 gives no athletic aid,” said athletic director Tim Drain. 

The decision to stop giving away scholarships was made by the 
president of TJC at the time, Dr. Crow he was the administrator who 
decided to drop from the NJCAA Division 1 to NJCAA Division 3. 
Even though having to pay to play, baseball still wanted to continue to 
compete. 

“Students who play in Division 3 cannot get scholarships to play. 
They are just like any other students. They get academic help, and pell 
grant help,” said Groth. 


The process of getting scholarships awarded back to the players 
“would be a great gift or a large amount of money and the interest made 
off of that could award scholarships for players',” said Tim Drain. 

Paying to play has not stop the Apaches from working hard toward 
their goal. 

“I like playing in Tyler its fun and I like the atmosphere,” said soph¬ 
omore pitcher Matt Kinard. “It would be nice to get a scholarship but 
it’s not a big deal, I have fun and there’s always another chance to get a 
scholarship to play at a University,” said Kinard. 

Groth led the Apaches to their first National Championship in 
2007 by qualifying for the playoffs, getting through the playoffs and hav¬ 
ing the most competitive conference level in America. 

“Our goal is to represent TJC well and to do the best we can in 
terms of getting to the playoffs, and to represent a college to be proud 
of,” said Groth. 

TJC recruits a large group of freshman and sophomores, with soph¬ 
omores often moving on and playing for four- year universities. 

Tryouts are held for those who want to play. 

“We have three tryout days June 9, June 23, and July 7,” said 
Groth. 

“My goal as a coach is to guide young men through life hoping to 
change their lives by helping them become better students, husbands 
and fathers,” said Groth. 

For more information about the TJC Apache Baseball contact 
Coach Jon Groth atjgro2@tjc.edu and visitTylerbaseball.com. 


TJC Golf teams set for action 


By Michael George 

Staff Writer 


The men’s and women’s golf 
teams are ready to take a swing at 
the second half of their season by 
picking up where they left off in 
the fall semester. 

In the fall, both men and 
women was first place three times 
out of the five times they played 
so far. 

They are led by TJC Alumnus 
and head coa£h, Sandy Terry. Out 
of the s’even years Coach Terry 
was at TJC, he led the Men’s Golf 
team to a national championship 
in the year 2003. He said he feels 
confident about this team. 

“I don’t have any “one man 
shows” on this team. They all have 
made great contributions to help 
this team get where they need to 
be,” said Terry. “The golf team has 
weekly preparation, where the golf 
team always meets at 1:30 p.m. 
and leave at 5:30 p.m. We also have 
five tournaments to get us ready 
for the national tournaments.” 

“It’s all about the mindset 
you have during the practices. The 
harder you work the more confi¬ 
dence you will have during the 
game,” said player Daniel Gib- 
bins. 

The TJC golf team also looks 
forward to the competition they 
have coming up this spring. Rivals, 
such as Lon Morris and Paris look 
to upset this Apache golf team. 

“You need to be confident 


in the game. When you are play¬ 
ing teams like Lon Morris and 
Paris, yes, I get nervous but when 
the game starts and I get started, 
you best believe it will be on,” said 
player Jackqueline Lujan. 

“I’ll be pumped up when it 
comes to playing rivals like Lon 
Morris, you have to be extra ready. 
But all at the same time, it makes it 
even more fun competing against 
them,” said Gibbins. 

Coach Terry is now looking 
for- his second National Cham¬ 
pionship with the Apaches this 
spring. “There is a lot of compe¬ 
tition, and there are great teams. 


I want us to win the National 
Championship but what I do want 
for us is to do is compete and have 
fun. We have an excellent staff, the 
assistant coach, Jess Hamilton, is 
an excellent at his job. He is an¬ 
other reason for the success we 
are having now. I really do love 
coaching this TJC golf team,” said 
Coach Terry. 

The TJC golf team is also 
focusing on the 2008 National 
Tournament. 

“It’s all about taking one step 
at time when it comes to win¬ 
ning the National Championship. 
We still have a long time when it 


comes to winning the tournament 
so we have to focus on the games 
we got before then,” said Gibbins. 

“If we continue to set our 
minds to the games that we play, I 
feel confident enough that we can 
win the National Championship 
hands down,” said Lujan. * 

The TJC Men and Women 
Golf teams start the second part 
of their season March 3-4. The 
location is Eagle’s Bluff Country 
Club in Bullard, Texas. For more 
information go to apache athlet¬ 
ics/tennis or contact Coach Terry 
at 903-510-2314. 
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TJC TRAINERS- Graduate Assistants, Lindsey Busboom and Con- 
tanya Ravin, and Head Trainer Eddy McGuire (Clockwise). 


Athletic training 
in a league of its own 


a 


Training. 


By Jason Lewis 

Sports Co-Editor 

All Tyler Junior College ath¬ 
letic organizations have one thing 
in common, the need for adequate 
athletic training. 

Oyer the 
years, Athletic 
Training has be¬ 
come a necessity 
for any academic 
or professional 
athletic pro¬ 
gram. Football, 
basketball, base¬ 
ball and others, 
all require prop- . 
er athletic train¬ 
ing in hopes of achieving a safe, 
healthy, and productive season. 

“At this level, because of the 
schedule and the number of games 
we play, it would be pretty tough 
to keep 10 guys close to healthy 
without athletic trainers,” said 
Men’s Basketball Head Coach 
Mike Marquis. 

Personal Trainers or Team 
Managers are often what come 
to mind when one thinks of Ath¬ 


letic Training. However, Certified 
Athletic Trainers (ATC’s) are spe¬ 
cialized health care providers and 
well educated in the preventions, 
assessments, treatments, and reha¬ 
bilitation of injuries and illnesses 
an athlete may 
experience dur¬ 
ing physical ac¬ 
tivity. 

“All people 
see in the stands 


You can take an online 
course to become a 
personal trainer; you 
can’t do that in Athletic 




— Eddy McGuire 

Head Athletic Trainer, TJC 


is us passing out 
water bottles or 
wrapping an ice 
pack on some¬ 
body,” said Head 
■■■■■■■ Athletic Trainer 

Eddy McGuire, 
referring to the misnomers the 
public generally thinks of Athletic 
Training. 

“You can take an online course 
to become a personal trainer; you 
can’t do that in Athletic Training. 
You have to have an education, 
and you have to pass a state and 
national test [to become state li¬ 
censed and nationally certified].” 

— see TRAINERS page 10 — 


Mays aren’t 
kidding around 


By Jeff Caplan 

McClatchy Newspaper 
(MCT) 

With five words short 
fore noon Tuesday, Jason Kidd 
officially returned to the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

“Deal is done and official,” 
Mavs owner Mark Cuban an¬ 
nounced via e-mail. 

After a week of torturous 
twists and turns, the NBA finally 
put its stamp of approval on the 
second version of a blockbuster 
trade that sends the disgruntled 
Nets point guard to the Mavs for 
up-and-comer Devin Harris. • 

It became apparent Monday 
night that the trade would go 
through after serious doubt crept 
in numerous times throughout 
the saga. Harris is already in New 
Jersey for his physical. 

Joining him in the trade are 
backup center DeSagana Diop, 
reserve swingman Trenton Has¬ 
sell, little-used second-year guard 
Maurice Ager and the linch¬ 
pin of the deal, the semi-retired 
Keith Van Horn, who will pocket 
$4 million to get the salaries to 
match. 


The Mavs also throw in $3 
million and first-round draft 
picks in 2008 and 2010. To first 
sign Van Horn before they could 
ftm, the Mavs had to waive 
rookie Nick Fazekas on Tuesday. 

Along with Kidd, the Mavs 
receive 6-foot-10 forward Ma¬ 
lik Allen, who is not a typical 
banger, gathering just 2.7 re¬ 
bounds and 5.4 points in 15.9 
minutes a game, plus Antoine 
Wright, a third-year guard who 
has been slow to develop as a pro 
since leaving Texas A&M after 
his junior season. 

The Mavs introduced Kidd, 
Allen and Wright at an after¬ 
noon news conference. Coach 
Avery Johnson, team president 
Donnie Nelson and Cuban also 
answered questions at the news 
conference. 

Kidd, drafted by the Maver¬ 
icks second overall in 1994 and 
then traded away by the former 
ownership in 1996, returns as 
one of the best assists men ever 
to play the game. 

After taking over as point 
guard for the Nets in 2001-02, 

— see KIDD page 10 — 
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The Apache Pow Wow 


TRAINING 

- continued from page 9 - 

Most colleges in the area only have trainers who 
are graduate assistants (GAs). These are students 
who are working on their Masters, assigned to 
a school through a hospital to gain hands-on 
experience. Tyler Junior College, however, has 
a multi-staffed Athletic Training Program that 
consists of two full-time trainers (both Head and 
Assistant Trainers), and two GAs, whom all are 
licensed and nationally certified. 

Fifteen scholarships are offered by TJC to 
students admitted into the Health and Athletic 
Program. These are tuition and fee scholarships, 
which pay for everything except for books, meals, 
and where they live. 

The program has also been successful in 
placing student in four-year institutions. 

“I was watching the Texas and Kansas game 
and one of my [former] students was there on 
the bench,” said McGuire. “We have a couple 
of [students] at Texas A&M (College.Station), 
some in Sam Houston State,Texas A8cM Com¬ 
merce, and UTA. We had some that graduated 

KIDD 

-- continued from page 9 -- 

transformed one of the worst assists teams in 
the league into one of the best the very next sea¬ 
son, leading New Jersey into the NBA Finals. 

The Mavs already have the high-quality 
team. They re seeking the final leadership piece 
to return them to the Final for a second time in 
three seasons, but this time to win it all, which 
would be a first for the franchise. 

By making the trade and passing on the 
soon-to-be 25-year-old Harris, the Mavs have 
put a two-season window on winning a cham¬ 
pionship. Next season Kidd will earn $21.4 mil¬ 
lion on the final year of his contract. 

He wanted a contract extension from 
the Nets for another season at around $20 mil¬ 
lion, but the Nets hedged. Whether Cuban will 
extend Kidd soon or wait to see the results of 
this season will be a question the owner will 
likely have to address. 

Kidd, with Dirk Nowitzki and Josh How¬ 
ard, gives the Mavs a Big Three and throw in 
Jason Terry for an impressive core of four_to 
match Tim Duncan, Manu Ginobili and Tony 
Parker of the Spurs and Steve Nash, Amare 
Stoudemire and .Shaquille O’Neal with the 
Suns, while seemingly put the Mavs at the top 
of the heap along with other contenders, includ¬ 
ing the strengthened Los Angeles Lakers. 

It would seem that Johnsons use of the un¬ 
derdog card throughout this season wont hold 
water any longer. 



from Kansas State and some that even went as 
far as San Jose State.” 

It is because of this reputation that student 
trainers from all over Texas are drawn to Tyler 
Junior College. 

According to the bios of student trainers 
attending TJC on www.apacheathletics.com, 
student trainers answering the question, “Why 
did I choose TJC?” said, “It felt like home when 
I came to check out the school...” Another an¬ 
swered, “Scholarship opportunity,” but majority 
merely stated that TJC has the best Health and 
Athletic Training Program. 

“Our training success is another reason 
why Tyler Junior College is such a great example 
of how great we are from top to bottom,” said 
Coach Marquis. 

For more information on Athletic 
Training contact Head Athletic Trainer Eddy 
McGuire at (903) 510-2323, and also visit the 
National Athletic Trainers’ Association’s website 
www.NATA.com. 


Kidd said he’s looking forward to returning 
to the West, where the style of play is faster and 
more wide open than in the laboring East. 

“As a player, you just want to come to work 
and play hard and give your team a chance 
to win,” Kidd said during over the weekend. 
“Hopefully you put yourself in position to win a 
championship.” 




fit ♦ « 




Adventure training and leadership skills can jump start your career! LTC is a PAID summer training course that will 
offer one of the most exciting summers you will ever have. For more information on how to enroll in Army ROTC, Leadership 


FULL TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED SFA OR TRANSFER STUDENTS! 

Visit our website at: www2.sfasu.edu/aas/military 
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TJC offers travel study options 


By Jessica Swink 

Photo Editor 



Photo by Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi 


STUDY ABROAD Students from last year's Turkey trip stop at a historical site to take a break along 
with a few pictures. 


This spring, students at Ty¬ 
ler Junior College will have the 
chance to sign up for two school- 
sponsored trips that offer students 
an educational, yet fun ways to get 
away from it all. 

The first of the two trips is 
to West Turkey, and it takes place 
over Spring Break. The group 
leaves on March 7, and returns on 
the 16. Dr. Manoucher Khosrow¬ 
shahi, government instructor, is 
the project director. The now an¬ 
nual trip, Dr. Khosrowshahi said, is 
something that is special to him. 

“In 1990,1 went to Turkey to 
help my parents get a visa. I real¬ 
ized that it was a wonderful place, 
and that I wanted to introduce it 
to the United States.” 

In 1997, Dr. Khosrowshahi 
got a grant of $20,000 to furnish 
the trip. Since then, there has been 
a trip to Turkey once or twice a year, 
and about 30 people are able to go. 
Prices vary from students to the 
public, but students do get a $150 
scholarship. With the scholarship, 
students end up paying $2,075. 
Activities taking place on this trip 


are what Dr. Khosrowshahi calls 
“multi-faceted”. He said, 

“There are many events tak¬ 
ing place over the course of the 
trip. We will be going on educa¬ 
tion toui;s, archeological sites, mu¬ 
seums, cultural events, musicals, 
restaurants to taste the different 
types of foods, religious sites such 
as churches, mosques, and syna¬ 
gogues, and even a cruise.” 

To register for this trip, stu¬ 
dents can print a form from http:// 
www.tjc.edu/turkey, or e-mail Dr. 
Khosrowshahi at mkho@tjc.edu 
or call him at (903) 510-2279. For 
those who can’t make the Spring 
Break trip to West Turkey, Dr. 
Khosrowshahi is also taking a 
group during May to East Turkey. 

The second of the two trips 
offered to TJC students is a trip to 
New York City. This trip is headed 
by David Crawford, department 
chair of speech and theatre. Al¬ 
though you don’t have to be a 
speech or theatre major to go to 
New York, a love of theatre would 
gready enhance the enjoyment of 
the trip. Mr. Crawford only needs 
three students to go, he will take 
up to 10 students if they hurry and 
register. The trip will take place 


from June 2-7. 

Dr. Crawford says the yearly 
trip got its start from a desire for 
students to learn about theatre. 

“Some colleagues, of mine 
were doing the same trip and I 
thought.. .why not? It’s a great way 
to introduce the neophyte to NY 
Theatre and firsthand knowledge 
goes and goes and gives and gives. 
It’s an exciting trip. I took the first 
one as an add-on to a colleague’s 
to see how they did it. Mine’s dif¬ 
ferent and it continually changes. 
Since mine is a course, it requires a 
few different things, but all-in-all 
it’s an exciting and life-changing 
trip.” 

Students are as equally excit¬ 
ed about the trip as Dr. Crawford 
is. Carley Stewart is a sophomore 
at TJC who can’t wait for the ex¬ 
perience. 

“I’m really excited about go¬ 
ing,” she said. “I went to New York 
when I was in high school and I’m 
thrilled to have the chance to go 
back. I’m really looking forward to 
seeing all the plays and just kind 
of being a part of the NY atmo¬ 
sphere... I hope to learn more about 
how auditions for Broadway work 
and how an actor lives there.” 


Most of the activities students 
will be taking part in are theatre or 
Broadway based, Crawford said. 

“We will see a professional 
production each evening plus a 
matinee on Wednesday, and take 
a tour of ‘The Players’, a social 


club set up by Edwin Booth at 
his home, morning dialogue with 
working professionals who are exes 
of TJC and working in NY, and on 
Friday, an Off-Broadway reading 
of my new play ‘Night Cries’. “ 

„ To sign up for this trip, more 


information can be found at 
http://www.tjc.edu/theatre. Com¬ 
plete trip information and pricing 
is posted there. Students may also 
e-mail David Crawford at dcra@ 
tjc.edu, or call him at (903) 510- 
2678. 


Students have options for 
purchasing college textbooks 


By Faith Harper 

Managing Editor 

Obtaining an education is an expensive process, 
and the cost of textbooks is on the rise. There are 
many different mediums in which a student can buy a 
textbook: the on campus bookstore, College Books off 
campus, the Internet, or renting the book online. 

“I tend to go as long as I can without buying 
textbooks, bur that never seems to go too well," said 
Claire Dobbins, PR/Advertising sophomore. 

All of these prices are based on the TJC required 
book for major’s Biology, the 11th edition of Biology: 
the Unity and Diversity of Life by Starr. 

“I go to the bookstore [that] is open when I go. 
College Books wasn’t open when I went so, I did not 
buy my books there. They closed at 4:30 and I showed 
up at 4:45.1 went to the TJC Bookstore. I find that 
the prices are pretty comparable. I’m not really go¬ 
ing to get [ripped off] either way,” said Buck Webster, 
Economics sophomore. 

The on-campus bookstore, owned by Follett, list¬ 
ed the Biology book in used condition for $118.50. 
This was the most expensive of all of the mediums, 
but the bookstore is conveniently located and they 
accept financial aide, Bridge Loans, and Pell Grants. 
Students are also guaranteed to get the right book for 
their class. 

“[The on-campus bookstore] does things I don’t 
do. They do the grants, scholarships, and financial 
aide...I’m not a state supported school, I’m just an 
individual,” said Ann Clower, manager of College 
Books, 

The off-campus bookstore, College Books, listed 
the Biology book for $106. They were cheaper than 
the on-campus bookstore by $12.50. As with the on- 
campus store, students are guaranteed to get the right 
book for their class, and the ladies there are helpful in 
helping students find everything they need. 

“My books got stolen a little while ago. I report¬ 
ed them to both bookstores and the off-campus book- ' 
store seemed to be a lot more helpful and nice,” said 
Jordan Silcox, business administration sophomore. 

“[Online books selling] has hurt us very little. I 
think a lot of people that order online, have found 
out that some of the books that they got are the same 
price as my books,” said Clower. “Some of the books 
are wrong and they are stuck with the book. So often, 
books by a certain title will have several subtitles and 
that causes [students] to get the wrong book.” 

Students can also buy their books online. Books 
bought online are typically much cheaper, but they 
take more effort to make sure you get the right book. 
If a student purchases the wrong book, it is more like¬ 
ly than not, non-refundable. 

“I had the 7th edition of my book, but it was not 
sufficient for my class... Trust me, the words are not 
the same. I made it one month with the old edition 
then decided that I better get the new [one],” said 
Webster. 

There is a process to buying books online. First, 


visit the TJC website and go to the bookstore quick- 
link. They have lists of the books needed for each 
class, but they do not provide the ISBN numbers. An 
ISBN number is similar to a barcode. Each book has a 
unique number, and once you know that number, it is 
’much easier to search for the book on the web. 

Once a student has that number, there are tons of 
websites to choose from. The two main sites are ama- 
zon.com and half.com. There are also websites that act 
as search engines to find the best deal from a number 
of different websites. The biology book was listed on 
amazon.com for $65.That’s $43 cheaper than the off- 
campus store, without including the c6st of shipping. 

“I’m computer illiterate, but I bought a book 
from valorebooks.com. It is a very easy site to navi¬ 
gate,” said Dobbins. 

Then, there is the relatively new phenomenon of 
renting textbooks online. Some main sites for this are 
chegg,com, bookrenter.com, and whyrentbooks.com. 
Chegg is special in that they will plant a tree for every 
book that students rent from them. 

Students still have to go through a process to 
find the ISBN number, and ordering the book is the 
same as buying one online. The only exception is that 
there is a due date for its return. 

“I have textbooks at home that will never use 
again; renting textbooks would ensure that they didn’t 
end up collecting dust on my shelf. It saves money 
too,” said Dobbins. 

When renting online, there are two different 
prices: one to rent the book for a semester (125 days) 
and one to rent for a quarter (85 days). A student 
would want to rent the book for a quarter if they were 
taking a Maymester or summer course, otherwise the 
book would be needed for the full semester. 

Each website has a slightly different method of 
exactly how they want business conducted, but basi¬ 
cally the student orders the books, and uses it for their 
class. After the semester, they send it back in a pre¬ 
paid package back to the renter. 

On chegg.com, the Biology book cost $42.90 to 
rent for a semester and $37.32 to rent for a quarter. 
That’s $22.10 cheaper to rent the textbook for a se¬ 
mester than to buy it online. Students don’t have to 
worry about selling it back, or worry about the chang¬ 
ing of editions. 

The boolc should be treated like a library book. 
Highlighting and writing in the margins needs to be 
kept to a minimum. If the book returns back to the 
vendor damaged, the student will be charged for the 
book. If the sfudent likes the book, and would like to 
buy it after the semester, they can for an extra fee. Stu¬ 
dents can also buy extra time for the rental period. 

There are of course, fines for returning the book 
late. Each site has a different method for handling 
this, so students should read the policies before com¬ 
mitting to the rental. 

No matter how a student obtains them, text¬ 
books are needed for education. There are many dif¬ 
ferent options for obtaining them. It’s all a matter of 
preference. 



BSM hosts 

FREE LAUNDRY NIGHT 


By Kathryn Jenkins 

Staff Writer 

.Laundry Night offered by the Baptist Stu¬ 
dent Ministries was Monday, February 25th. 
The BSM served free pizza to the students who 
participated. The BSM gave away Starbucks 
Gift Cards as door prizes. Putt-Putt Golf was 
also set up so the students cold enjoy their time 
there. 

A typical student will bag up all things dirty 
and take them home on the weekends. Miracu¬ 
lously they come back clean. What about the 4 
students who live too far away from home? The 
Baptist Student Ministries center is offering a 
better solution to this problem: Laundry Night. 
Periodically the BSM center will offer food, en¬ 
tertainment, washers, and dryers. 

The Baptist Student Ministries has worked 
out a deal with The Laundry Room located on 
Loop 323 behind Starbucks to allow students 
to bring their laundry and have a chance to 
wash their clothes, eat food, and play games. 
They also offer door prizes. 

“Laundry is a necessity in life and to be 
able to do it and get to eat free pizza is some¬ 
thing I will go to anytime,” said Karissa Carter, 
a sophomore at TJC. 

The Laundry Room offers a bunch of 
washers and dryers for a fast wash. Students 


come and go as they please. 

“Some students come with more than dirty 
laundry they are seeking answers or someone to 
comfort them,” said Mark Jones, the director of 
the TJC BSM. Jones has been offering laundry 
nights for a few years now and with the help of 
the local churches and the funding provided by 
the Baptist Ministry Convention, they are ca¬ 
pable of making this a reality. 

Jones said when he was talking to a student 
at one of the laundry nights, the student made 
an interesting comment, saying, 

“All my life I attended church, and nobody 
has ever cared enough about me to do my laun¬ 
dry.” 

Mr. Jones wants the students to feel cared 
for and know that there is someone who will 
be there for them to make them feel at home. 
Lauren Hollis is a freshman at TJC, and this is 
her first time attending a Laundry Night. 

“This is a great thing! I wouldn’t mind 
more opportunities to get free food while doing 
laundry.” 

The BSM,is located across the street from 
the White Administration Building and the 
door is open to any student looking to relax 
and socialize with fellow students. For more 
information about the activities the BSM has 
to offer, stop by. The next Laundry Night is not 
scheduled until the end of March. 


Recreation center serves up fun 


By Stacy Morris 

Staff Writer 

Although achieving success as 
a college student requires that one 
sacrifice much of their time when 
not in class to countless hours of 
studying in preparation for im¬ 
pending exams, campus life also 
offers the opportunity to meet new 
people and to make new friends as 
well as some great memories along 
the way. So come out and join the 
fun at the place where you can do 
just that, the TJC Recreation Cen¬ 
ter. 

The campus recreation cen¬ 
ter, located on the second floor of 
the Rogers Student Center, offers 
a variety of fun activities ranging 
from monthly ping-pong tourna¬ 
ments, pool tables, and much more. 
Recent additions to the excite¬ 
ment and fellowship to be found 
at the recreational center include 
weekly TV nights where students 
can gather to enjoy their favorite 
television shows such as the popu¬ 
lar thriller “Lost” and the satiri¬ 
cal comedy of “The Family Guy” 
as well as donut festivals, original 
song contests, and limbo nights. 

According to Jesse Weaver, 
who works as a student assistant 
and helps organize upcoming 
events at the recreation center, 


“Plans are underway to hold a Fa¬ 
vorite Board Game Tournament in 
late March and an April Film Fes¬ 
tival where students can showcase 
their creative talents by submitting 
footage of their own original mu¬ 
sic videos and commercials in pur¬ 
suit of winning the festival’s grand 
prize to be awarded on April 30th.” 
Both of these activities are sure to 
bring loads of fun and laughter 
while also providing students with 
a great way to relax and socialize 
between study sessions. 

Student Activities director 
Scott Nalley encourages students 
to check out the wide range of ac¬ 
tivities scheduled this spring at the 
TJC Recreation Center. Confident 
that the agenda offers enjoyment to 
everyone’s liking, he recommends 
students to “Stop by the recreation 
center or the student affairs office 
and pick up a complete listing of 
events planned throughout this 
semester”. Vincent Nguyen, TJC 
Student Affairs Coordinator, also 
expressed his excitement about the 
5-on-5 Basketball Tournament 
currently being held nightly at 
the Ornelas Health and Physical 
Education (OHPE) Center. The 
winning team will earn a chance 
to compete at the regional cham¬ 
pionships to be held at the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas in Austin on March 


28th through March 30th. 

For additional details or to 
sign-up to participate in upcom¬ 
ing events, drop by the recreational 
center or speak to someone in 
the student affairs office Monday 
through Friday and experience 
the fun side of being a college stu¬ 
dent! 



Photo by Jessica Swink 


TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT Adam 

Gillette enjoys a game of ping- 
pong in the Rogers Student 
Center. 
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